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Levels of developing an argument …
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An argument at the micro level

The argument is built from:

A series of knowledge claims that are appropriate to the discipline

An elaboration of the claims, or supporting points

Each knowledge claim is substantiated by evidence appropriate to the discipline

Often this evidence is the literature

Correct referencing is critical here!

Citing within the text and Compiling a list of references



Example
As one of the largest economic contributors in South Africa, the automotive 
industry makes an  important contribution to the country’s economy (Black, 
2001).  In 2018, the industry produced over 600 000 vehicles of which about 60% 
was exported, is the third largest industry in the South African economy with an 
economic impact of 7,7% of GDP and employed about 465 500 workers (Jordaan 
et al., 2018). Looking beyond the economic contribution the industry is 
committed to the upliftment of communities in which they operate through 
corporate social investment initiatives. In 2018 the seven Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEMs) contributed 4% of the total corporate social investment 
expenditure in South Africa (Jordaan et al., 2018). 
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Once again …

Claim
A claim is a statement of the primary argument that you are making. Or rather, a series of 
claims are arranged in a particular logical sequence to develop an argument. These claims 
can be thought of as the equivalent of a plot for a novel.

Supporting points
Supporting points are related to the claim and offer reasons why the reader should accept 
the claim that you are making. In other words, the supporting points elaborate on the 
claim, providing an explanation for the claim.

Evidence
Evidence backs up the supporting points, by referring to facts, research results and the 
like. In academic writing, it is often the references that suffice as evidence of your 
supporting points.

https://depaul.digication.com/henriksons_word_1_o_4/2_Basic_Components_of_an_Argument



Perspectives on the practise of writing

Common sense views on writing 

Writing is about spelling, grammar and 
punctuation.

Writing is a second language problem.

If you can speak you should be able to 
write.

What the research on academic writing tell us

You don’t learn and then write the 
learning. You learn by writing. 

Writing is a three-stage (overlapping) 
process



Writing – a process with three overlapping stages

Prewrit
ing 

Draftin
gEditing



What do successful writers do?

Pre-writing: They write for themselves first. Finding your voice. 

What do you want to say?

Drafting: They move into writing for others only once they have more or less established what 
they want to say 

When they move to drafting, they have an imaginary conversation with potential readers.

Developing a (linear) argument, consisting of a sequence of claims.

Editing: They edit at the end of the process.



1 Pre-writing



Pre-writing

Creative space for making meaning.
Personal space where the only reader will be the writer of the text.
Space to develop own writing ‘voice’, to creatively engage with the various issues, concepts and theories.
Types of pre-writing tasks. 
1. Free-writing

• Pomodoros1

2. Research journal – promotes reflexivity
• Reflexivity generally refers to the examination of one’s own beliefs, judgments and practices during the 

research process and how these may have influenced the research.2,3

3. Reading journal
4. Mind mapping

1. See https://francescocirillo.com/pages/pomodoro-technique

2. See https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/ces/research/current/socialtheory/maps/reflexivity/

3. For discussion on reflexivity in Management Research, see Johnson, P. and Duberley, J., 2003. Reflexivity in management research. Journal of management studies, 40(5), 

pp.1279-1303.

https://francescocirillo.com/pages/pomodoro-technique
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/ces/research/current/socialtheory/maps/reflexivity/




Many students when they read…

Underline key words

Copy out key quotes

Make notes in margins

Write summaries

But this doesn’t help develop higher level understanding of the concepts or the ability 
to apply such concepts to the students’ own work…



How to keep a reading journal

1. Write the full reference at the top of the page and/or add the reference to the bibliographic software

2. Sit somewhere comfortable to read the text (a journal article, a chapter of a book etc)

• Do not write anything – no pens or highlighters in hand as you read through the text

• Focus on understanding rather than remembering

3. Put the reading aside – do not have it in front of you when writing the journal entry

4. Write a Reading Journal entry for that text using the following prompts. 

• What have I learnt? 

• Who says something similar or different?

• What is there in the text that I still don’t understand?

• What do I think is key for my own study?



Topic Response
First and last name and student number

What have you learnt?
How is this similar/different to the other articles that you have read
on this theory?

How could this article enhance management practice?

What are the limitations of, or problems that you experienced with
this article?

What did you like about the article?
What did you not like about the article?

What did you not understand in the article, or need to read further
about?

Reading Journal entry template



2. Drafting and Re-drafting



Second stage of the writing process: Drafting

Focus on coherence and flow in the writing.  

Argument: What is the ‘golden thread’ or central purpose of the text as a 
whole? 

Line of argument: Have a clear understanding of how the particular 
section being drafted is attached to that ‘golden thread’.

The author now needs to start to consider the potential reader.



Drafting develops argument

At the drafting stage, students need to ask:

Is there another way to understand or approach this problem/ question/ 
issue?

What are the objections to this approach?

If an alternative exists, acknowledge it and explain its shortcomings.

Do not belittle the alternative.



Developing the flow of the argument by arranging Post-it 
notes



3. Editing / Proofreading



Proofreading

Judgments are made as to the quality of students’ work and even their 
intelligence based on the surface level correction of their work

Spelling, grammar and punctuation do not tell us about either research quality 
or intelligence but we still get judged on this. So you still need to get this right!

BUT you can only attend to this after you have made meaning for themselves 
(pre-writing) and developed a coherent text (drafting). 



Proofreading

Don’t focus on these surface issues too early. 

Be sure of what you want to say before you try and get the surface level 
correct.

Giving detailed feedback or correction on surface level issues might hamper 
writing progress, especially if it is premature. 

This is NOT to say that surface level language issues, correct referencing 
and formatting are unimportant; it is simply that these are the last stage 
of writing.



Grammarly

https://www.grammarly.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hOuPBgjPzo

https://www.grammarly.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hOuPBgjPzo



